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***** Print on Demand *****Today, Europe is facing a political crisis because it has not solved a double dilemma. The first one is institutional and
concerns the frontiers of the Union and thus the number of potential regions. The second one is economic, and makes it necessary to choose
between, on the one hand, the need to strengthen the European growth poles (especially the metropolitan regions) in order to compete successfully
with the Triad and the Asiatic countries and, on the other, the obligation to ensure harmonious development and to distribute the structural funds
more evenly or even to concentrate them in the Eastern countries and the less favoured regions characterized by atonic growth. In other words, the
choice facing the European Commission reflects the crucial dilemma between size and integration and between equity and growth. In terms of
territorial prospective and management, four main scenarios must be compared and their impacts must be estimated: the strengthening of
concentration, the diffused metropolization, the increase of regional inequalities and the polycentrism. This is the main reason why the question of
European regional convergence is now attracting considerable attention, since polarization phenomena and specific regional trajectories are
challenging the hypothesis of automatic catch-up within the European Union over nearly two decades. This interest is further compounded by the
huge challenge of integrating the ten new Eastern countries, two other candidates in 2007 (Bulgaria and Romania) and probably several other ones
in the near future (especially Croatia, but also Moldavia and Ukraine and, perhaps, Turkey). For regional policy-makers, the main concern is to
make monetary integration successful, to moderate the divergent forces and to stimulate the lagging territories. This study of...
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