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***x* Excerpt from Utopia Anyhow, this brief academic life must have begun the study of Greek. It was cut short by the determination of his father to
allow him no more time for these studies, and to insist on his devoting himself to the law. So he was entered at New Inn, 1494, removed to Lincolns
Inn, 1496, arid finally called to the Bar at the age of about 22 or 23 in 1500. In 1499 he made the acquaintance of the great scholar Erasmus, who had
been brought to England by his patron, the young Lord Mountjoy. He was profoundly impressed by the learning and wit of the great humanist, who
wrote a most life-like description of him to Ulrich von Hutten, 23 July, 1519, when all the scholars of the Continent were talking about the English
author, whom the Utopia had recently made famous. It must have been in the autumn of 1499, when Erasmus was staying at Lord Mount joys house
at Greenwich, that More and a legal friend played a trick upon him, by taking him a walk to Eltham and introducing him by surprise to the royal
children then under the poet Skelton as tutor. Prince Henry, afterwards King, challenged the foreign scholar to write something for him, like the
verses which More had just offered. Erasmus went home somewhat displeased, and in the course of three days hammered out some verses, though
as he says there had been a long divorce between him and the Muses. Soon after this time( adhuc paene adolescens says Erasmus) More delivered
public lectures in Grocyn s church of St. Lawrence Jewry, on St. Augustines De Civitate...
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