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**xxxx Excerpt from Report of the Commission: Appointed to Treat With the Sioux Indians for the Relinquishment of the Black Hills Great care should
be taken in your interviews not only to secure proper and exact interpretations of the communications passing between you, but also to satisfy the
Indians that their words are fairly conveyed in English. Rev. S. D. Himman, a member of your commission, is entirely competent to give an exact
rendering both of the English and of the Sioux. It will be well also in every case to employ the services of such an interpreter as the Indians may
select, so as to secure between the services of the two not only exactness but the entire confidence of the Indians. In presenting this subject to the
Indians they should first of all be assured of the kindly intentions of the President and the Government toward them. They should, if possible, be
made to understand that this effort on the part of the Government to procure a portion of their country originated solely in a desire for the
continuance of peace between them and the whites; that since the opinion that gold is to be found in the Black Hills has prevailed among the people
it has been almost impossible to prevent white persons from entering their country, and that there is no little danger that, spite of all efforts to the
contrary, some evilly-disposed persons will break through the line, and that conflict and blood will ensue. You will also assure the Indians that it is
not the wish of the Government to take from them any of their property or rights without returning a...
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