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AN ADVENTURE IN VENICE. Chapter I. Five days | had spent in Venice. In that short period an industrious sight-seer may visit many points of interest;
but if he depends upon the highly colored stories of the average professional who pilots him through the memorials of a thousand years of history,
he will know but little about the marble palaces and wonders of the City in the Sea. Of course | was acquainted with the record which this grand old
commonwealth has made, and the impressions of many storied volumes were recalled as | stood face to face with the mute witnesses of the
glorious past. The Doge s palace, the Bridge of Sighs, Galileo s famous observatory, the wonderful clock, and the great church which contains the
contributions of half of Asia in its treasury, all of these | had carefully examined, having a guide of exceptional intelligence, and wholly occupied by
attentions to myself. The season was midsummer, and few strangers visit Venice in August. To me it was the one opportunity of a lifetime, and |
made the most of it. | had finished and posted my letters to America. The Hotel Vittoria was as quiet as a churchyard, and from my room | could...
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