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**x All human beings are practicing historians, writes Gerda Lerner. We live our lives; we tell our stories. It is as natural as breathing. It is as
important as breathing, too. History shapes our self-definition and our relationship to community; it locates us in time and place and helps to give
meaning to our lives. History can be the vital thread that holds a nation together, as demonstrated most strikingly in the case of Jewish history.
Conversely, for women, who have lived in a world in which they apparently had no history, its absence can be devastating. In Why History Matters,
Lerner brings together her thinking and research of the last sixteen years, combining personal reminiscences with innovative theory that illuminate
the importance of history and the vital role women have played in it. Why History Matters contains some of the most significant thinking and writing
on history that Lerner has done in her entire career-a summation of her life and work. The chapters are divided into three sections, each widely
different from the others, each revelatory of Lerner as a woman and a feminist. We read first of Lerner s coming to consciousness as a Jewish
woman. There are moving accounts of her early life as a refugee in America, her return to Austria fifty years after fleeing the Nazis (to discover a
nation remarkable both for the absence of Jews and for the anti-Semitism just below the surface), her slow assimilation into American life, and her
decision to be a historian. If the first section is personal, the second focuses on more professional concerns. Included here is a fascinating essay on
nonviolent resistance, tracing the idea...
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