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Neglected by Congress below, distressed with the small-pox; want of Generals and discipline in our Army, which may rather be called a great rabble,
our credit and reputation lost, and great part of the country; and a powerful foreign enemy advancing upon us, are so many difficulties we cannot
surmount them. - Benedict Arnold On October 7, 1777, Benedict Arnold rode out against orders and led an American assault against British forces
led by General John Burgoyne in one of the climactic battles and ultimate turning point of the war at Saratoga. Near the end of the most important
American victory of the Revolution, Arnold s leg was shattered by a volley that also hit his horse, which fell on the leg as well. Arnold would later
remark that he wish the shot had hit him in the chest. If it had, Benedict Arnold would be remembered as one of America s greatest war heroes, and
probably second only to George Washington among the generals of the Revolution. In fact, when Arnold was injured at the height of his success in
October 1777, he had been the most successful leader of American forces during the war. Arnold had been instrumental in the seizure of Fort
Ticonderoga in 1775, he constructed the first makeshift American navy to defend Lake Champlain and delay British campaigning in 1776, and he
was the principal leader at Saratoga in 1777. Even his unsuccessful campaign to Quebec in the winter of 1775 is remembered primarily for the
amazing logistical feats undertaken by Arnold and his men to even reach the target. History has accorded Arnold his fair share of credit for the
fighting...
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