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Human Understanding, Hervey sMeditations, Allan Ramsay s Works, a Collection of English Songs, a volume of Model-Letters, and several books of
Dogmatic Theology, Original Sin, c. Two other books, he himself says, the first | ever read in private, were the Life of Hannibal, and the Life of Sir
William Wallace, and they gave. me more pleasure than any two books | have read since. The first, which was lent him by Mr. Murdoch, fired his
young blood with military ardour, --the other, the rhymed life of Sir William Wallace, which he obtained of the blacksmith who shod his father s
horses, --Nelly Fitzpatrick s father, --left an impression on his mind which greatly influenced his poet-life, and may be traced in some of its highest
inspirations. In this history, there are some lines referring to a circumstance in the life of the heroic chieftain, in connexion with Leglen Wood,
Ayrshire: -- Syne to the Leglen wood when it was late To make a silent and a sure retreat. | chose, says the poet, a fine summer Sunday, the only day
my life allowed, and walked...
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