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Lamentations During the government of the Judges there was a pouring out of the Spirit, but more
as a Spirit of skill and courage for war than as a Spirit of prophecy. Deborah is indeed called a
prophetess, because of her extraordinary qualifications for judging Israel; but that is the only
mention of prophecy, that I remember, in all the book of Judges. Extraordinary messages were sent
by angels, as to Gideon and Manoah; and it is expressly said that before the word of the Lord came
to Samuel (1 Sam. Iii. 1) it was precious, it was very scarce, there was no open vision. And it was
therefore with more than ordinary solemnity that the word of the Lord came first to Samuel; and
by degrees notice and assurance were given to all Israel that Samuel was...
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