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0.5in.AUTHORS HAD first encounter with the DICTATOR in 1980s as an EXXON executive. Gadaffi had literally gatecrashed and took over the Brega
private club for Exxon families, with his bodyguards battalion of troops and armory. Gopal was terrified when he was brought to the dictator with
gun inches from his neck. That was the start of a relationship over the remaining 4 years-one which the author says developed into a sort of
friendship which led to his addressing the leader as M. G and being called M. G. in return. As Go Pal explains, G, was daringly devilish, unstoppable
despot, who was lucky to escape death and defeat on several occasions. He became gutsy and more like a thug on the international scenes, and
misused the countrys super oil wealth for supporting espionage and counter-espionage. The publication provides a rare insight into Moammar
Gaddifi, the man lonely and yearning for recognition and respect while under the constant danger of being taken out and done away with. One of
the interesting aspects of Go Pals book is his coverage of Libyas history. He looks back to the 1910s, describing Omar Mukhtar, as the father of the
nation and the miracle lion of the desert who fought against Mussolinis might, with meager resources and was finally hanged defending the nation
he loved. The Turks and their Libyan allies withdrew to the countryside instead of surrendering, while the Italians bombarded the city for three days.
They subsequently proclaimed the Tripolitanians to be committed and strongly bound to Italy. This marked the beginning of a series of battles
between the Italian colonial forces and the Libyan armed opposition under Omar Mukhtar A teacher of...
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