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***x* Excerpt from From a Russian Diary, 1917-1920 In England one is apt to say that there were no powers, merely trickery. It is the old story of
doubting Thomas. Those who were in a position to know best declare that he undoubtedly had great powers. On one occasion the child was
brought back from the front in what was thought to be a dying condition: he was weak from loss of blood. The monk no sooner approached than
the bleeding stopped. Towards the middle of February we were left for some days entirely without news. One morning word went round that
something must be happening in Petrograd, for the imperial train had sped through our station, bearing the Emperor to his capital. Again a silence.
It was broken by news that the railwaymen had received an address begging them to go on with their work in the same efficient manner that they
had done in the past, and telling them that, for the present, they were to obey the Duma. Soon news came like a flood. Many hoped that the Czar s
brother had but temporarily refused the crown; maybe he wished to avoid the humiliation (if such it can be called) of renouncing rights held by his
predecessors, perhaps he preferred to accept a crown offered by a Russia which had already drawn up a constitution for herself. Unfortunately this
was not the case. If there had been any one member of the Imperial Family universally beloved and respected all might have been well. Russia was
left to the mercy of a party who, though for years it had dreamed of, plotted and planned this revolution,...
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