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Key to my living and enjoying the Christian faith has been to know Jesus Christ on a very personal level. | know Him as my friend, as my teacher, as
my shepherd and so many other close relationships. This little book is written in a conversational style and it describes both what | mean by some of
those relationships, and how | developed them. My hope is that you will begin to understand and to develop such a close and personal relationship
yourself. The book is a good resource for a small group adventure, and it includes a ten week outline for a group to follow. We had better accept
that we live in an age of skepticism about the Christian faith. While there are a number of reasons for that, | suggest two paths that have led us
down to this point. The first is the view that the message of Jesus Christ is simply too good to be true. The idea that a trust in Christ will keep us out
of trouble and will spare us from pain and disappointment and the myriad of difficulties that life brings, has been rejected by many people. They will
say that there is simply too much pain in the world, and especially in their own lives, to make such a claim believable. The second path is based on
the view that Jesus Christ is a remote and out-of-date disciplinarian who has given us a set of commands that are impossible to follow - that He is
someone who wants to take away much of the pleasures of life. For many people, such a view of a Christian life is darkened by a...
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