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***xx Excerpt from The American Review of Reviews, Vol. 48: July, 1913 Almost everyone interested in the subject of the tariff has understood that the
present extra session of Congress was not called for deliberation and debate, but for the sole purpose of passing a bill. The tariff-revision work that
is culminating now has been going on continuously for four years. Any mistakes in the direction of radical change that the pending measure may be
found to include have been rendered inevitable through the cumulative blunders of the Republican party. It had promised in 1908 to revise the tariff
if kept in power. The country took it at its word, and elected President Taft and a Republican Congress. Whereupon the pundits of the Republican
party thrust their thumbs in their cheeks and announced that they were about to spring a most excellent joke upon the American public. We admit,
they said, that we promised to revise the high tariff. But be pleased to observe that we did not say that we would revise it downward; we may
conclude, upon the whole, to revise it upward. Whereupon they proceeded to do that very thing, with consequences that clear thinkers frankly
predicted, and that Republican leaders and tariff beneficiaries are now beginning to understand in their relationships of cause and effect. An honest
and sensible revision of the tariff in the extra session of 1909 would have satisfied the country, and would have remained on the statute books for a
considerable period of years. It would have been the last of the general tariff bills made by rule of thumb. The progressive Republican Senators
proposed to keep the protective tariff,...
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