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**exex GAO-11-317. Climate change poses risks to many environmental and economic systems, including agriculture, infrastructure, and ecosystems.
Federal law has periodically required the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to report on federal climate change funding. GAO was asked to
examine (1) federal funding for climate change activities and how these activities are organized; (2) the extent to which methods for defining and
reporting climate change funding are interpreted consistently across the federal government; (3) federal climate change strategic priorities, and the
extent to which funding is aligned with these priorities; and (4) what options, if any, are available to better align federal climate change funding with
strategic priorities. GAO analyzed OMB funding reports and responses to a Web-based questionnaire sent to federal officials, reviewed available
literature, and interviewed stakeholders. Funding for climate change activities reported by OMB increased from $4.6 billion in 2003 to $8.8 billion in
2010, and is organized in a complex, crosscutting system. OMB reports funding in four categories: technology to reduce emissions, science to better
understand climate change, international assistance for developing countries, and wildlife adaptation to respond to actual or expected changes.
Over this period, technology funding, the largest category, increased from $2.56 billion to $5.5 billion and increased as a share of total funding. OMB
also reported $26.1 billion as funding for climate change programs and activities in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, and tax
expenditures to encourage emissions reductions, with $7.2 billion in federal revenue losses in 2010. Many federal entities manage related activities,
including interagency programs that coordinate agency actions. Questionnaire responses suggest that methods for defining and reporting climate
change funding are not interpreted consistently across...
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