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ASPEC T S OF T HE ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN SOUT H AFRIC A - FOC USING ON LANGUAGE     
IDENT IT Y AND LANGUAGE VARIET IES  

Grin Verlag Jan 2010, 2010. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x147x5 mm. This item is printed on demand - Print on Demand Titel. - Seminar
paper from the year 2006 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, printed single-sided, grade: 1,7, University of Duisburg-
Essen, course: English in Africa, 14 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Due to the spread of English to so many parts of the
world which was triggered during the colonial era and by migration of English-speaking people, the importance of English not only as a language
of commerce, science and technology but also as an international language of communication has been realized (Platt, Weber, Ho 1984: 1). In my
research paper I will provide an overview of the English language in South Africa by looking at its origins concerning the historical background.
Furthermore, I am going to focus on the English language in South Africa in more detail in order to point out the influence of the immigrants
speech from England and Scotland on some phonetic features of South African English. Eventually, I am going to discuss whether the spread of
English can be seen as an evidence of a killer language which has been used as a tool for subtle linguistic imperialism, occurring at the expense of
local languages, stabilizing hierarchical structures and reinforcing existing status diDerentials (de Klerk 1996: 7-8). So, the main purpose of my
paper is to show that the English language in South Africa before, during and aEer apartheid policy is one of the oDicial languages since there is
more than one local language in a multilingual nation. While English in South Africa is seen by many as a medium of achieving and announcing
independence and maturity, for many others English represent colonialism, power and elitism, and acts...
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