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Edward Fruth was twenty years old when he entered pharmacy school at Ohio State University and among the fi rst group of the five-year class
program with thirty-two fellow students. He graduated from Ohio State University School of Pharmacy with a Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy in
June of 1951. During his time at Ohio State University, Jack met Babs (Frances) Rhodes. Following graduation his journey led him to his first job as a
staff pharmacist for Gallaher Drug Company in Springfield and Xenia, Ohio. It didn t take long before Jack realized the importance of being closer
to home and the fact that Point Pleasant, West Virginia needed a pharmacy to service the community. Therefore, the fi rst Fruth Pharmacy located
at 2119 Jackson Avenue in Point Pleasant, West Virginia opened its doors to the public on November 1, 1952. Jack Fruth, R.Ph. was on duty. With his
mother, Marjorie Fruth, by his side, he ran the pharmacy that exciting first day and took in thirty-seven dollars. His adventure in business had begun.
Along his bountiful journey, he welcomed fi ve children: Mike, Joan, Carol, Lynne, and John, eight grandchildren, established a chain of pharmacies,
impacted a community, a church, hundreds of employees and business associates, created scholarship funds, served on professional boards and
educational advisory boards, not to mention the personal advisory posts he held for anyone in need. Whether directly or indirectly, he mentored all
of us, in some fashion. He lent his hand, heart, and resources and most often quietly so. Although a number of folks could say they have been
successful, it is the steps along the way that make his climb...
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