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Gardening, Grafting, Pruning, and Animals; With Form of Agreement With Laborers, and a Great Variety of Useful Agricultural MatterGas is an
elastic fluid, or air, usually invisible, having a specific gravity or weight in some cases heavier, and in others lighter, than common or atmospheric
air. Gases exist in nature, and are produced by artificial means; some are capable of being respired without injury to health, while others can not be
taken into the lungs without producing fatal effects. Gases are supposed to be produced by the union of some substance with caloric or heat; some
of them can be condensed into liquids by cold or pressure, and others can not by any means known. The principal gases necessary to be described
here, are oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, carbonic acid, and ammonia. Oxygen is an invisible transparent fluid, without taste or odor, respirable,
slightly heavier than common air, and having the most universal affinity of all known substances. It combines with the metals forming oxides and
acids; it is combustible and a supporter of combustion; it is indispensable to animal life and the growth of plants, and supports the combustion of all
fires. It exists in vast quantities in nature, and may be obtained by chemical process from several substances, most easily perhaps from black oxide
of manganese. Hydrogen gas is the lightest of all known substances, being fourteen times lighter than common air; having no taste, color, or odor,
combustible, but not a supporter of combustion; incapable of sustaining animal life, but destitute of poisonous properties. This gas was formerly...
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