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Includes a table of contents Who would be free themselves must strike the blow. . . . I urge you to fly
to arms and smite to death the power that would bury the Government and your liberty in the same
hopeless grave. This is your golden opportunity. Frederick Douglass After the Battle of Fort Sumter
made clear that there would be war between the North and South, support for both the Union and
Confederacy rose. Two days after the surrender of the fort, President Abraham Lincoln issued a call-
to-arms asking for 75, 000 volunteers, a request that would rely on Northern states to organize and
train their men. While most Americans had hoped to avert war, many abolitionists had come to
view war as inevitable, and the news from Fort Sumter suggested a chance to rectify the countrys
original sin through the defeat of the South. Though abolitionists were a minority that was mostly
confined to New England and...
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