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Pen & Sword. 1 Cloth(s), 2013. hard. Book Condition: New. Tension and rivalry between France and Germany has shaped much of Western Europe's
modern history, notes historian Douglas Fermer. Three times their hostility led to war and the invasion of France, and the outcomes of the battles
reset the balance of power across the continent. Yet Germany's invasions tend to be viewed as isolated events rather than as connected episodes in
this national rivalry. Fermer explores these military campaigns and the preparations for them as part of a cycle of fear, suspicion, animosity, and
conflicting ambitions across several generations, describing the critical decision-making, maneuvers, and clashes of arms as German forces
advanced into eastern France."Not only a brilliant account of these three campaigns, but a coherent narrative that explains why the wars were
fought, why the French Army fought them as it did, and what the consequences were, not just for the army, but for French society as a whole. It is a
distinguished contribution to the history of war, of France and indeed of Europe in the 20th century."Michael Howard 273.
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