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.. hearty and healthy, and their indurated hands were the best diploma of their industry. The youngest son said a short prayer; after which venison,
potatoes, mutton, vegetables, bread, butter, and cheese were set down in huge dishes, besides which two bottles of Cape wine, of their own
manufacture, went the round of the table. Although this place had been only settled four years previously, an immense deal had been already
accomplished by this stirring, cheerful family to make the soil thoroughly productive, and render the house habitable. Even a small garden had
been laid out in front of the dwelling-house. The chief article of cultivation in the valley is the grape, for wine manufacture, which must in this place
return a very handsome profit. From Renden to Genaaden Dal is a four-hours journey. The road passes by Donkers Hoek, a tolerably high mountain,
to ascend the summit of which cost our horses some strenuous exertion, although we marched a considerable distance on foot. A wide belt of
sandstone formation presented a marvellous display of flowers, and gave us in little an idea of the South African Karroos, a series of terraced clay-
patches, estimated at from 3000 to 4000 feet high, which, hard and steppe-like in the dry season, are speedily transformed in the rainy season into
smiling, flower-bespangled plains, quite sponge-like under foot, and rich in alkaline products. 52 We advanced some six 232 hours before reaching
another farm-house. This was known as Kleene Islea Plaats (Little Island Farm), near which flows the Zonderend River (River Without End), the
property of a kind and hospitable family of French extraction, whose parents emigrated hither from France during the...
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