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*****.Excerpt from OBicial Grades of the Public Streets of the City and County of San Francisco: Comprising All Grades Established to March 20, 1909
Prior to the year 1853, the grades of streets were fixed and determined from time to time on the ordering of street improvements, when necessary to
afford business facilities. In the early part of that year, proceedings were inaugurated in the Common Council for the establishment of grades, which
resulted in the employment of Messrs. Milo Hoadley and William P. Humphreys, in May, 1853, to do and perform all the work and labor necessary to
the establishment of suitable, proper and permanent grades for the streets of the City of San Francisco. These gentlemen presented reports in June
and July, 1853, recommending the grades to be established on all the streets, which grades were established by the Common Council by Ordinances
Nos. 350 and 425. In 1854 the Common Council adopted a Resolution which recited that suBicient manifestations of disapprobation on the part of
the people had appeared in relation to the City grades established by said Ordinances, and provided for the appointment of a Special Committee by
each Board (Aldermen and Assistant Aldermen) to employ three competent civil engineers to investigate and report their views and opinions on the
system of grades adopted. The Committee appointed consisted of Messrs. J. R. West, John Nightingale, Frank Turk, Henry Meiggs and Samuel
Gardiner, who, under the Resolution referred to, appointed as the Engineers Brevet Major J C. Barnard, United States Engineer Corps, A. T.
Arrowsmith and Lieutenant J. A. Hardie, United States Third Artillery, who, in May, 1854, presented the report, with a table of...
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