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[.]jead. He had put his ear to the hive and listened to the deep, solemn murmur within; but it was the murmur of the future, and not of the past, the
preoccupation with life, not with death, that filled the pale galleries within. Today the eighteen hives lay under their winter covering, and the eager
creatures within slept. Only one or two strayed sometimes to the early arabis, desultory and sad, driven home again by the frosty air to await the
purple times of honey. The happiest days of Abel s life were those when he sat like a bard before the seething hives and harped to the muffled roar
of sound that came from within. All his means of livelihood were joys to him. He had the art of perpetual happiness in this, that he could earn as
much as he needed by doing the work he loved. He played at flower shows and country dances, revivals and weddings. He sold his honey, and
sometimes his bees. He delighted in wreath-making, gardening, and carpentering, and always in the background was his music-some[.].
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