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***** It was a pleasant place. The house was a large, low, old-fashioned one, with the modern addition of a deep, wide verandah running across its
front. Before it was a circular sweep of lawn, fringed with trees; beside it stood a few noble elms, which bent lovingly above the gambrel roof. There
were some flower-beds, rather neglected-looking, under the south windows, and there was a kitchen-garden behind the house. This was all that
Hildegarde Grahame had seen so far of her new home, for she had only just arrived. She stood now on the verandah, looking about her with keen,
inquiring eyes, a tall, graceful girl, very erect, with a certain proud carriage of the head. Her dress of black and white shepherd s plaid was very
simple, but it fitted to perfection, and there was a decided air to her little black felt hat.
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