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the first point. The old thirteen States, before the revolution, were dependent colonies of Great Britain - each was a separate and distinct political
community, with different laws, and each became an independent and sovereign State by the declaration of Independence. At the time of this
declaration slavery was a fact, and a fact recognized by law in each of them, and the slave trade was lawful commerce by the laws of nations and
the practice of mankind. This declaration was drafted by a slaveholder, adopted by the representatives of slaveholders, and did not emancipate a
single African slave; but, on the contrary, one of the charges which it submitted to the civilized world against King George was, that he had
attempted to excite domestic insurrection among us. At the time of this declaration we had no common government; the articles of confederation
were submitted to the representatives of the States eight days afterwards, and were not adopted by all of the States until 1781. These loose and
imperfect articles of union sufficed to bring us successfully through the revolution. Common danger was a stronger bond of union than these
articles of confederation, after that ceased, they were inadequate to the purposes of peace. They did not emancipate a single slave. The Constitution
was framed by delegates elected by the State legislatures. It was an emanation from the sovereign States as independent, separate, communities. It
was ratified by conventions of these separate States, each acting for itself. The members of these conventions represented the sovereignty...
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