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GRIN Verlag Feb 2012, 2012. sonst. Biicher. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x1 mm. This item is printed on demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Essay
from the year 2012 in the subject English - Literature, Works, printed single-sided, grade: 1,0, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (Department of
English and Linguistics), course: Introduction to Literary Studies, language: English, abstract: Much has been written about Mademoiselle Reisz (in
the following abbreviated with Reisz), the independent pianist in Kate Chopin s novel The Awakening. Critics either interpreted her as Edna Pontellier
s artistic role model (Seidel, Painting 231) or as a conjurer (Giorcelli 137), who is always dressed in black (Giorcelli 136) and therefore portrays a vivid
contrast to Edna s feminine friend Adéle Ratignolle, who is always dressed in white (Giorcelli 136). Although Reisz is a secondary character, who only
ap pears in five chapters (Ch. IX, XVI, XX, XXI, XXX), the author nevertheless offers another aspect of her. In the following, this paper will show that
Edna attempts to compensate the loss of her mother by replacing her with a metaphorical mother-figure whom she finds in Reisz. IL.The Early
Motherlessness of Edna Pontellierin order to understand Edna s motivation to find a mother-figure in Reisz, her child hood has to be reflected upon.
Throughout the novel, the recipient is granted only little in formation about Edna s deceased mother, who remains nameless. Joyce Dyer points out
that [i]t is interesting that Chopin treats Edna s motherlessness so briefly and, appar ently, so casually. Edna s avoidance of the issue suggests how
painful it is (91-92). Cristina Giorcelli goes further by stating that [d]eprived of a mother, Edna could not fully be a daughter (118). Thus, it is, from a
psychological approach, deducible that the 28 year old protagonist lacks an important step...
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