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**xxxx Excerpt from A Monograph on the Silk Fabrics of Bengal This Monograph has been prepared according to the directions contained in the
Revenue Department Circular No. 10, dated the 29th November 1898, which requires that the Monograph should give a complete review of all
branches of the silk industry. All the other branches, however, have beep-treated here only as subsidiary to those of silk weaving and silk-fabrics,
that the main character of the Monograph may be maintained. 2. The silk-weaving industry of Bengal is of greater magnitude than even the
manufacture of raw silk, which forms the main staple of European export. From the Vedic times silk fabrics have been enjoined to Hindus for use on
ceremonial occasions. One of the verses of the Rig Veda is referred to by orthodox pandits as enjoining the use of silk cloths for the marriage
ceremony, and, as a matter of fact, Hindus all over India use silk cloths for every religious ceremony, and those who can afford it, regard it as
incumbent on them to wear it daily at the time of worship. Foreign silks and silks containing an admixture of other fibres are prohibited for such
ceremonial purposes, though as articles of luxury, foreign silks were in use even in ancient times. The use of unmixed silk is prohibited among
Muhammadans, specially of the stronger sex, but they, as also the Parsis, use a good deal of cheap silk on ceremonial occasions, in imitation of the
Hindus. The silk-manufacturing industry has thus a peculiar vitality of its own, which is not shared by the cotton-manufacturing industry, and the
general notion that silk and cotton weaving industries of India...
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