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***x* Gyantwachia, the Cornplanter, was a famous Seneca chief who lived during the time of the American Revolution. He fought with the French in
the French and Indian War. As a result of his siding with the French, General George Washington dispatched troops to hold Cornplanter accountable
for his choosing to support the enemy. A number of Seneca people were killed. When it came time to fight in the Revolutionary War, Cornplanter
fought with Washington. After the war Cornplanter led negotiations with the United States and was a signatory of the Treaty of Fort Stanwix (1784).
He helped gain Iroquois neutrality during the Northwest Indian War. In the post war years, he worked to learn more about European-American ways
and invited Quakers to establish schools in Seneca territory. Disillusioned by his people s poor reaction to European-American society, he had the
schools closed and followed his half-brother Handsome Lake s movement returning traditional Seneca way. The United States government granted
him about 1500 acres of former Seneca territory in Pennsylvania in 1796 for him and his heirs forever, which became known as the Cornplanter
Tract. This land was flooded in 1965 by the Kinzua Dam and most of the remaining residents were relocated to the Allegany Reservation of the
federally recognized Seneca Nation of New York. The setting for this novel is pre-revolutionary times when the Seneca travelled each spring to the
Allegheny Mountains to await the return of the myriad passenger pigeons that migrated to the northern tier to roost. They celebrated spring by
feasting on the pigeons and starting their new growing season in the land near the river. The pigeons were so plentiful they darkened the...
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