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*****.THE Christian s rule of life is contained in the Gospels. They are the Book on which he should meditate, and the teaching of which he should
endeavour to put into practice all the days of his life. Yet, it is to be feared that, in reading this Book, he might not have the necessary light from
above, and perhaps might attach to the sacred words a meaning that was not intended by the Divine Teacher, nor by His disciples. To prevent such
possibility, many learned men, well versed in Holy Writ, have carefully explained the meaning of the Gospels, and have thus imparted to Christians a
greater taste and love for the reading of the Word of God. Hence we have their commentaries, meditations, lives of Jesus Christ, and divers essays
on the Holy Scriptures, the titles of which alone would form a large volume. Many of these works are thoroughly well written, and the reader can be
but greatly edified and instructed by them. However, it is strange, that from the beginning it never occurred to anyone to go up to the very source.
Among spiritual books the oldest are the best and the surest. It seems, therefore, that the works of the holy Fathers should have obtained the
preference, for they are nearly as old as the Church, and in them the tradition is preserved in all its strength and purity. Indeed, when we follow
these wise teachers in their writings from century to century, we are astonished that Christian Faith, enlightening us now, should be always one and
the same, and that the doctrine of faith, taught by the Church, and the doctrine of...
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