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typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 edition. Excerpt: . . . chapter xxx formalism and disorganization The Nature Of
Formalism--Its Effect Upon Personality--Formalism In Modern Life--Disorganization, individUalism--How It Affects The Individual--Relation To
Formalism--individualism Implies Defective Sympathy--Contemporary Individualism --Restlessness Under Discomfort--The Better Aspect Of
Disorganization. Too much mechanism in society gives us something for which there are many names, slightly different in meaning, as
institutionalism, formalism, traditionalism, conventionalism, ritualism, bureaucracy and the like. It is by no means easy, however, to determine
whether mechanism is in excess or not. It becomes an evil, no doubt, when it interferes with growth and adaptation, when it suppresses individuality
and stupefies or misdirects the energies of human nature. But just when this is the case is likely not to be clear until the occasion is long past and we
can see the matter in the perspective of history. Thus, in religion, it is well that men should adhere to the creeds and ritual worked out in the past for
spiritual edification, so long as these do, on the whole, fulfil their function; and it is hard to fix the time--not the same for different churches, classes
or individuals--when they cease to do this. But it is certain that they die, in time, like all tissue, and if not cleared away presently rot. It has been well
said that formalism is an excess of the organ of language. The aim of all organization is The Poet. Emerson. to express human nature, and it does
this through a system of symbols,...
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