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impressive. Throughout Great Britain and the colonies there went a thrill of contrite and reverent patriotism such as the English have seldom felt,
and such as no other nation, except it be our own, is at all capable of. No one of Anglo-Saxon race, no matter how widely separated from the events
which were the occasion of the poem, can read it unmoved. The majesty and restraint of these great lines not only reassured our generation that
the splendid succession of English poets has not yet fallen desolate, but also served to show anew the essentially religious basis of Anglo-Saxon
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