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**x*x* Excerpt from A Memoir, Explanatory of the Chart and Survey of the County of London-Derry, Ireland When Ireland seemed devoted to political
parties, withheld neither by true wisdom nor by kind feelings; when all interference seemed full of danger and void of hope; the author formed the
design of abstracting his thoughts from public transactions, and of bending them on the studies of inanimate nature. In this pursuit, materials were
collected for the natural history of his native county; a part of this collection was placed in the hands of a respected member of the Dublin Society;
and this, with other accompanying remarks, too hastily thrown together, was published, in 1808, under the title of a Statistical Survey of the County
of London-Derry. The imperfections of this work did not escape the author; and, in consequence, a design was formed that, on some future
occasion, if possible, these defects should be redeemed. In 1809 the worshipful Company of Fishmongers sent over, to visit their estate in the county
of London-Derry, three gentlemen of excellent judgment and patriotic views: They were pleased to honour the author with a visit, and to favour him
with their confidence. In various conversations, it was suggested that if a Chart of Territory could be combined with a Topographical Map, on an
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