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***x* My New Life in Taekwondo began as one on the outside of Taekwondo. | was also on the outside of main stream America looking in. Back in
1963, | was a young black man, a senior at all black Woodstock High School, in Memphis, Tennessee. | wanted to write a senior term paper on the
topic of the martial arts. My school had only a small library with a limited selection of books. There were no books on Karate, Taekwondo, Judo,
Aikido, Tai Chi or Kung fu in the school library. In fact there were no books at all on martial arts. When | inquired concerning any other library that |
could possibly use for my research, the school librarian, Mrs. R. J. Roddy, informed me that there was a public library in downtown Memphis, TN. It
was a much bigger one, and it had a large selection of books on many topics, but it was For Whites Only. Before | lost all hope for his term paper,
Mrs. R. J. Roddy told me, she could call the librarian in the whites only library and see what books they had on the subject of Martial Arts. It turned
out that there were quite a few books and magazine articles on the martial arts. The library sent over a two page list of titles. After looking through
the list, | picked out some books that I thought | could use as references. Mrs. Roddy called back and told the librarian which books | would like to
see. The books were sent to my school by special delivery chartered limousine. | do not remember whether these books were the only books sent to
my...
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