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***xx Excerpt from Evolution: An Address Delivered May 7th, 1884, Before the Alumni Association of the Columbia Theological Seminary Gentlemen
of the Alumni Association: At the same time that you honored me with an invitation to deliver an address before you on this occasion, the Board of
Directors of the Theological Seminary, in view of the fact that Scepticism in the world is using alleged discoveries in science to impugn the word of
God, requested me to give fully my views, as taught in this institution, upon Evolution, as it respects the world, the lower animals, and man.
Inasmuch as several members of the Board are also members of this Association, and both Board and Association feel the same interest in the
Seminary, | have supposed that | could not select a subject more likely to meet with your approval than the one suggested to me by the Directors. |
am all the more inclined to make this choice, as it will afford me the opportunity of showing you that additional study has, in some respects, to a
certain extent modified my views since | expressed them to many of you in the class-room. As is intimated in the Board s request, | may assume that
your chief interest in the topic is not in its scientific aspects, but in relations it may bear to the word of God; and therefore | will speak mainly of these
relations. Not that | regard you as indifferent to science; from my past acquaintance with you, | have too high an appreciation of your intelligence to
regard that as possible; for no intelligent person can be indifferent to knowledge, and especially...
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