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men - both officers and NCO s - who dominated my tour of duty during World War I, had little or no military background. We were all learning on
the go. The average age in our Air Group must have been somewhere in the twenties, at the most, since there were so very many of us just entering
our third decade of life. That fact alone supported the notion that our view of the world was based on something other than experience. In my case,
in spite of being on my own during my senior year in high school and at the post high school Summer session with the Little Theatre of the Rockies
at Colorado State, followed by the two or three months working in the Kaiser shipyards in Richmond, California, decisions made during that time
weren t all that responsible or independent. Someone was always nearby to monitor, or more accurately, to mentor most of the things | did. And
before that there was little or no independent thought or behavior that wasn t shaped or colored by the poverty and pressures of life during the
great depression that frustrated any attempt at individual action. On the contrary, effort was concentrated on the well-being and survival of the
family as a viable unit. It was selfish and irresponsible to go off on one s own. Even though...
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