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***** Samuel Taylor Coleridge was born on October 21st, 1772 in Ottery St Mary, Devon, England. As a young child he was an early and devoted
reader having no time for play or sports. After his father died in 1781, 8-year-old Samuel was sent to Christ s Hospital, a charity school founded in
the 16th century in Greyfriars, London, where he remained throughout childhood, studying and writing poetry. In December 1793, he enlisted in the
Royal Dragoons using the name Silas Tomkyn Comberbache. His brothers arranged for his discharge a few months later under the reason of
insanity and he was readmitted to Jesus College, though never to receive a degree. At the university, he was introduced to political and theological
ideas including those of the poet Robert Southey. Coleridge made plans to establish a journal, The Watchman, to be printed every eight days in
order to avoid a weekly newspaper tax. Coleridge studied German and, after his return to England, translated the dramatic trilogy Wallenstein by
the German Classical poet Friedrich Schiller into English. In 1800, he returned to England and shortly thereafter settled with his family and friends at
Keswick in the Lake District of Cumberland to be near Grasmere, where Wordsworth had moved. Soon, however, he was beset by marital problems,
illnesses, increased opium dependency, tensions with Wordsworth, and a lack of confidence in his poetic powers, all of which fuelled the composition
of Dejection: An Ode and an intensification of his philosophical studies. Between 1810 and 1820, this giant among dwarfs, as he was often considered
by his contemporaries, gave a series of lectures in London and Bristol. Much of Coleridges...
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