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intensely romantic aFair, with oFicers and soldiers alike taking to the fray with phrases like death or glory on their tongues and in their hearts.
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from the Charge of the Light Brigade and the heroics of Florence Nightingale to the British soldiers who, simply unable to take the misery,
starvation, and cholera any longer, took their own lives. He describes how leaders failed their men again and again; how women and children
became unseen heroes; how the universally despised Turks fought their own war; and, finally and perhaps most importantly, why so many fought
so bravely in what seemed a futile cause. By comparing these experiences with those of Northern and Southern soldiers during the more well-
documented American...
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