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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . This book usually ship within 10-15 business days and we will
endeavor to dispatch orders quicker than this where possible. Brand New Book. Excerpt from The Irrigation Age, Vol. 22 With this issue The
Irrigation Age begins its twenty-second year. While irrigation, per se, is as old as civilization itself, little had been done in the United States to reclaim
any arid or semi-arid lands by means of irrigation at the time the first number of this journal was published. Indeed, very few had any adequate
conception of what could be done in the way of reclaiming waste lands. Some learned men in those days scoffed at the idea of any one even being
able to make anything grow in the wild lands of the West. Hardly more than half a century ago no less a personage than Daniel Webster, who was
then Secretary of State, when asked to favor a small appropriation for the purpose of sending an expedition to explore the western country,
balanced a 2-cent piece on the end of his forefinger and gravely announced that he would not exchange the coin for all the territory lying west of
the Rocky mountains! This incident is recited at this time so that the reader today can understand something of the amazing indifference and lack
of information that has stood like a Chinese wall between the people and their just rights, keeping them away from a rich heritage to which they
were justly entitled. It was against this great wall that The Irrigation Age directed its batteries more than a score of years ago. One after another of
the towering barriers have crumbled before the steady and well directed fire, until today scarcely a vestige of the wall...
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