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Forgotten Books, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Foreign
Quarterly Review, Vol. 20 We, therefore, do not quarrel with Madame Le-burn for all her minutiae, and we wish that others would follow her
example, and lay their hearts bare before us. The maiden name of our author before us was Vigee; at six years of age she was placed in a convent,
and did not quit it until she was eleven; during this period she gave proof of her prevailing talent, for she filled the margins of her own and her
companions copy-books with heads, and was often punished for drawing them on the walls of the sleeping-room with a piece of charcoal. At eight
years of age she drew the head of an old man with a long beard on paper, which she took home to her father, who, struck with the talent it
displayed, exclaimed, You will be a painter, my child, or there never will be another. M. Vigee himself painted in crayons and in oils, in the style of
Watteau, and to him belongs the anecdote which we have seen ascribed to others, namely, that, when he was painting a lady s portrait, and came
to her mouth, she screwed it into all sorts of shapes to make it look smaller, on which he said, Do not trouble yourself, madam; for, if you please, |
will not make any mouth at all. From her mother Madame Lebrun received the most pious instruction, which fortified her mind, and produced the
most excellent result in after life; she was never suffered to read romances till after she married, when the first was Clarissa Harlowe, which made a
great impression on her: and, while her mother thus formed her...
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