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Pandamoon Publishing, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Gertie
MacLarsen believes she was given ugliness at birth. Growing up in an estranged home, the only times she feels beautiful are the nights her father
comes in to show her the stars. The day of her 16th birthday, the same day that Sputnik traverses the sky, Gertie s life is irrevocably changed. After a
family tragedy, her elusive and alcoholic mother sends her to Willow Estate, a private mental institution, where she is thrown into a world of harsh
therapies, dangerous hospital politics, and, surprisingly, a sense of family. Within the walls of Willow Estate Sanatorium, Gertie finds awfulness and
grace, terror and family. From hydro and shock therapy, to first love, to rape and suicide, the only thing Gertie is sure of from day to day is that
growing up is not a choice and that forgiveness and acceptance are perhaps the greatest gifts anyone can give. As Gertie learns her fellow patients
stories, she realizes she is not the only one alone in this giant universe and that finding yourself sometimes means letting the past versions of
yourself go and letting others help you define your own center of gravity. Set against the historical backdrop of the early space race and freighting
mental therapies circa 1950 s, THE SHAPE OF THE ATMOSPHERE features a spectrum of supporting characters that brings the dramatic setting to
life and a plot that explores what it means to know yourself in a world that never stops expanding and changing, and that humanity is possible, in
any universe.
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