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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
***** PROFESSOR TEGGART S Prolegomena represents another attempt to prove that history is not a natural science, that it should be a natural
science, but that it cannot be a natural science unless it abandons the methods employed up to the present by historians and adopts the methods
employed by natural scientists. With all of which one might most heartily agree, while pointing out to Professor Teggart that the result of the
application of the methods of natural science to past social data would give us sociology, the laws of social development, and not history, the
unique synthesis of social evolution. Professor Teggart s argument against the present methods of the historian rests; it seems to me, upon a
number of false assumptions. It is not true that science and natural science are synonymous; the former embraces the latter and something more,
the synthesis of past social facts called history being quite as scientific as the synthesis of past social facts called sociology. It is not true that history
is the statement of an indeterminable number of concrete individual cases (p. 241), nor is it a current dictum that historical scholarship must
confine itself at present to the collection of facts, so that from these, in an undefined future, the laws of history may be formulated (p. 160). It is
interesting to note in connection with this last assertion that the citations of Professor Teggart from Monod, Freeman, Bury, Adams, and Jameson
give no support to the assumption, these writers having in mind a future synthesis that shall rest on their partial investigations, and not the
formulation of laws from the facts they had collected. This false conception of...
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