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Whoever aBer me becomes king resettles Hattusas, let the Stormgod of the Sky strike him! - A Hittite inscription found at Hattusa In 1595 BCE, a
mysterious new army struck Babylon without warning, spreading terror throughout the city. These warriors would cross the ancient Near East,
destroying anything in their way with ruthless eFiciency. In a time of war and conquest, they were the mightiest military power of their age. They
were the Hittites, a warlike civilization that rose in central Anatolia from the capital city of Hattusa. At its height from around 1400 to 1200 BCE, the
Hittite empire extended over a wide area of modern day Turkey and northern Syria. Hattusa was diFerent from the other major cities of the ancient
Near East in one major respect: it was landlocked and not located on a major river. At first glance, such a situation may seem like a liability, which it
was in terms of trade, but for the most part its central position meant that the Hittites could move their armies more eFiciently from one theater of
operations to another (Macqueen 2003, 56). As a landlocked capital, Hattusa was also safe from naval attacks from other kingdoms, so if the Hittites
enemies wanted to invade their capital, they would have to trek through the middle of the kingdom to get there, which was most unlikely. As Hittite
power grew during the Old Kingdom, the royal city of Hattusa became more important and even wealthier. From his citadel overlooking Hattusa,
Hattusili I launched the first major Hittite attacks into the Near...
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