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In January 1942, the German Nazi party decided to roll out the Final Solution. Concentration camps dedicated solely to the extermination of Jews
and other non-Aryan races had been already constructed, and this was formalised by SS Lieutenant General Reinhard Heydrich in a speech at the
Wannsee conference. The extermination camp Auschwitz-Berkinau was opened in the same year. For the purpose of forcible deportation of Jewish
men women and children, railway transport was provided by the German national railway system under the supervision of the Gestapo, the SS and
the German police. One of these children, Rachel Silbermann, a ten year-old Jewish girl, was deported along with her mother, father, aunt, uncle
and cousin from Berlin. By a miracle she survived the journey, in one of the cattle trucks that were used to transport deportees to forced-labour and
extermination camps in Poland. These trucks were without heating and in most cases only a bucket was provided for sanitation purposes. The death
rate was extremely high, especially in winter or in the middle of summer. Rachel arrived in Auschwitz-Berkinau where she came, like many other
children, especially twins, under the auspices of Doctor Mengele.
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