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General Books LLC. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 36 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This
historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1866. Excerpt: . . . civilization and the Crescent--the spiritual fervor was at a loss where to vent its fury; the
national mind, missing its accustomed recreation, turned its forces wherever the sanctity of the Cross was to be upheld, and found employment
under Cardinal Ximenes, in a campaign against the Moors of Northern Africa, or, later still, against Solyman the Magnificent, in Hungary, and the
crushing of Protestantism in Germany. But this was not enough for the occupation of all the turbulent spirits to which eight centuries of warfare
had given birth. They sighed for a wider field, and as if destiny had fixed the proper moment, the ships of Columbus brought back the tidings of the
wonderful New World which was to become a curse to Spain, of the vast fields which were open for the planting of the Cross and the propagation of
the faith. The stories of untold treasures to be gained there expanded like wave ripples, and pandering to the cupidity of the mind linked its two most
powerful forces, religion and avarice. The brain of Spain became a vast crucible in which the fiery Spanish imagination melted down the wealth of
the New World and threw its power into the religious idea that still swayed the nation. The conquest of Mexico by Oortez, the boldest filibustero of his
time, and the overthrow of the Empire of the Incas by his cousin, Pizarro, with the tide of treasure which immediately poured into Spain, inflamed...
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