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pepper has nothing in it that can plead as a recommendation to fruit or berry, its only desirable quality being a certain pungency; and yet it is for
this that we import it all the way from India! Pliny the Elder From classic grilled meat to exotic and savory 5-star dishes, pepper has long been the
ultimate staple spice. While bulk pepper may be readily stocked in supermarkets and convenience stores today, there was once a time when the
common spice was considered one of the most valuable commodities in the world. Merchants tripped over one another to get their hands on the
tiny black beads, which live in colorful clusters of berry-like shells reminiscent of Christmas lights. They were so precious that an uncountable
number of men crossed the turbulent and uncharted seas for them. In fact, the tropical spice was so highly sought after that blood was shed over
the edible gold. To many, the mention of maritime merchants evokes an imagery of growling pirates donned in their stereotypical hats and a
colorful parrot perched upon their shoulders. These nautical rascals wander the high seas in search of treasure and adventure. Though that
imagery may be inaccurate, the real life companies that once dominated international waters operated on a similar thirst for conquest and riches.
Perhaps the most famous or as many would put it, infamous of these naval corporations was the Dutch East India Company, also known as VOC.
Established around the beginning of the 17th century, this nautical behemoth of a corporation was determined to squeeze everyone else...
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