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***x* Excerpt from History and Proceedings of the Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association, Vol. 1: 1870 1879 The inception of the undertaking, out of
which has grown the Pocumtuck Valley Memorial Association, is best told in the following extract from an address of its President. George Sheldon,
at a Field Meeting, Aug. 12, 1884: Fifteen years ago. three or four men. standing 011 Arms corner in Greenfield street, talking about the dark and
bloody memories of Feb. 29. 1704, commiserating the fate of the Deerfield captives and the tragic death of Mrs. Williams, then and there resolved
that in someway the spot where she fell should be permanently marked. In the nick of time along came Eber Larabee. the man who held the title to
the land, our generous host of to-day. the man who invites us to this charming grove. The subject being laid before Mr. Larabee, he without
hesitation agreeing with us that this historic ground belonged in a larger sense to the public, at once declared that he would accordingly give a quit
claim deed of his private rights to any party who would hold it for public use. On that corner was then planted the germ from which sprung the P. V.
M. Ass 11. The story of its origin has been told before, but the talc was premature. The fitting time has only now conic. The original idea, as | have
said, was to place a memorial 011 the spot which we have this day marked. A natural outcome of this thought was a desire for a monument to all of
that day s dead, to be erected in the old burying ground, where...
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